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Thursford Spectacular 2020 cancellation 
We have all been waiting and hoping but have just heard the devastating news that the 
Christmas Show is cancelled for 2020. This is the first time in 44 years this magical event, 
which annually brings £ millions to the regional economy, has been cancelled. John Cushing 
has told the press that they would now have to cancel more than 100,000 tickets they had 
already sold for this year’s event. He said around 55,000 nights’ accommodation had also 
been booked in connection with the show, so the cancellation would send a shockwave 
through the economy. It is also restaurants, coach companies and contractors who will be 
equally hit, as well as the artists. It must be devastating for the Cushing family who have 
most generously supported the village for so many years with our various projects and 
activities.  
However, in true fighting spirit we learn that there will still be a reason to visit Thursford when 
winter comes this year. Instead of the usual show, the venue is hosting an Enchanted 
Journey of Light where visitors will be able to explore a maze of steam engines, fairy tale 
characters and a fantasy forest of animals. This immersive experience of light and sound will 
be put together with more than seven million light bulbs. This event will run from November 
19 to January 3. Visit www.thursford.com for more. The traditional Christmas Spectacular 
will return in 2021. The show was started in 1977 by John’s father George as a way of 
drawing attention to his steam engine and organ museum, the Thursford Collection. The new 
Enchanted Journey of Light is being masterminded by Charlie and George Cushing. We 
wish them well for this new venture. Holly Lodge has re-opened 
Been out and about in the immediate locality? It does take a bit of courage, but shops 
and venues which are open have lots of safety measures in place. Always book in advance 
of going. 
Coffee Shops and Restaurants - Best take out coffee anywhere in North Norfolk can be 
found at Stiffkey PO. (open until 2.00 p.m.) Their popularity can be seen by the cars parked 
in Wells Road making life even more challenging for the driver of the Coasthopper as the 
bus struggles to get through this A road! It is more than a PO - books in store have now 
been replaced by delicious home-grown fruit and vegetables. Always lovely bouquets of 
flowers to buy. Stiffkey Red Lion is open with ingenious measures to ensure COVID safety.  
Back to the Garden has reopened its restaurant Monday to Saturday opening at 8.15 
Sundays opening at 10.00. Note that every day they are closing at 3.00 p.m. Delicious 
breakfasts and freshly made cheese scones are a real treat. Sitting in the garden behind the 
barn on any warm and dry day is great – lots of lovely flowers to enjoy. Message spotted 
near the restaurant toilets… 



Children repeated mis-behaviors – you will be fed to the chefs! 

Byfords are not opening until the 24th July. Three Horseshoes at Briston have now re-
opened.  They have a Summer menu and are also doing take-outs.  If the weather is good 
you can sit outside. As with most places, the layout is different and hand sanitizers available 
on entry. https://www.bristonhorseshoes.co.uk Tel 01263 862312. Binham Chequers terrace 
is open every day until 8.00 p.m. Cromer Pier has now re-opened with Tides Restaurant and 
The Pavilion Bar open for take-away and to dine in. Brand new glass windbreaks have been 
installed to create new outdoor dining and drinking areas sheltered from the sea breezes. 
Baggot goats will be returning to graze on the Cromer cliffs. 

And what about Charity Shops?  BREAK opened several at the beginning of July and from 
20th July will have 43 open in the region.  This includes Holt.  Donations are accepted 
between 9.00 – 10.00 and 4.00 – 5.00 p.m.

Hairdressers and barbers are open but if 
you feel your toe nails have grown as long 
as your hair then try this practitioner.  As 
with most things, bookings have to be 
made. FFC is near to Aldi in Fakenham, it 
is also a shoe shop. 

 
Notes from the Virtual Parish Council 
Meeting held on Monday 29th June 2020  

This was the first meeting of the Parish 
Council since the end of January.  It will 
be interesting to see if it remains a virtual 
meeting.  We know that the National 
Association of Local Councils is pushing 
for this to remain an option. There was 
one parishioner who attended the meeting 
and apologies were received from NNDC 
Cllr Kershaw and NCC Cllr Aquerone. 

Matters arising from the Minutes of 
January– thanks given to the resident 
who had created such a lovely Summer 
tub display on the Village Green. Thanks 
also to the parishioner who flies the 
National Flag on selected days and who 
had made a Coronavirus flag.   
Finance It was noted that there was 
£8,748.63 in the bank but there were a lot 
of expenses due going back to January 
and these were agreed. This included a 
£20 payment for printing of the December 
Tablet; £1000 project grant to the Church; 
the Internal Audit fee of £70; Clerks salary 
for the first quarter £234.58 and expenses 
to be refunded for the Village Green tubs 
£11.49.  The Annual Accounts were 
adopted and the Exemption Certificate 
signed – this means that the Council only 

need have an Internal Audit. The period 
for the Exercise of Public Rights was 
agreed to start from 6th July 2020 for a 
period of 30 working days.  This gives 
people an opportunity to inspect the 
Parish Council accounts. This can be 
arranged with the Clerk. 

Exclusive Rights Burial Form. The 
Certificate Book for the Burial Board 
Grants – also known as Exclusive Rights 
was now full.  It had been started in 1885 
at the opening of the cemetery. The Parish 
Council agreed to create its own new book 
rather than purchase from a specialist 
supplier at a cost of £110.  

Thursford Tablets the Editor advised the 
meeting that the TA Tablet had been 
published twice weekly during the 
pandemic lock down and had in June 
reverted to being published monthly.  
Councillors would reconsider the situation 
in September when it might go back to 
being a quarterly publication.  It was noted 
that since March it was being distributed 
electronically for safety reasons and 52 
households in the community were 
benefiting from this and it was also being 
put onto the Thursfoird.org.uk website.  A 
printed copy could be requested and 



posters had been displayed on the notice 
boards about availability.  

Correspondence received The Clerk 
summarized the correspondence which 
had been received since the previous 
meeting in January: much of it had related 
to the enfolding Covid-19 pandemic, 
changes to services and the support which 
could be gained by communities.  
NCC Highways Highway Rangers were 
due to visit Thursford towards the end of 
July. Issues to be reported to them are the 
potholes in Church Lane and many road 
signs along the Highways are now 
obscured by greenery. Gutters adjacent 
kerb edging needed to be cleared of 
leaves and mud accumulation. It was 
hoped that line painting near the Crawfish 
would take place shortly. Cllr Plumbly 
reported that Highways have been trying 
to sort out the corner of Balls Lane, but as 
the residents of the house on the corner 
are not full-time residents, they have been 
unable to obtain access to the ditch which 
is on their land. They have now requested 
that the residents arrange for the ditch to 
be emptied. Cllrs Eckworth and Drake will 

liaise with the Clerk to try to find a way to 
make contact. 

The date of the next meeting is 
scheduled for Monday September 7th. We 
wait to see if it will be virtual. 
	

 

Jerome Mayhew MP will be visiting 
Thursford on 31st July.  He will be 
on the Village Green from 1.15 – 
2.15 p.m. Do go along if you have 
something you would like to discuss 
with him.  There is no need to “book 
a slot” but do remember that social 
distancing rules apply. 

 

	

 

 

Work gets underway at St Andrew’s 

If you walk past St Andrew’s at present, you’ll spot the smallest ever mobile site office in the 
church car park. Fortunately, the size of the office belies the level of activity inside. The 
church interior is now swathed in protective plastic covering the organ, font and pews. 
Behind a plastic curtain wall, work on lowering the vestry floor to provide disabled access for 
the new toilet was scheduled to start on Tuesday 14th July, with an archaeologist on site in 
case any interesting finds might be hidden below the vestry floor. Meanwhile, the Elizabeth I 
window has been removed from the vestry for safety. It will be restored by glass specialists 
and placed in the South West window, opposite the church entrance, for all to see. Both the 
South East and South West windows, which were bowing and cracking have also been 
taken away for restoration and re-leading. As you can imagine the inside of the church is 
currently a sad sight, so the 12th July monthly service was held outside in the church yard, a 
short service to mark the opening up of churches across the country as lockdown begins to 
recede. We’ll do the same on the 9th August, by which time the new toilet, kitchenette and 
window restoration should be well progressed. After a very long haul, with support from so 
many in Thursford, it is good to see that all the effort is bringing results. 

The Chad Window in St Andrews The Chad Time Capsule is progressing well, but there 
are 2 more Stained Glass panes left for sponsors to design for themselves. This is a very 
exciting project, which will be a bit of history for Thursford. With the progress on the church 
windows, the aim is also to provide a new stained-glass window in the Chad Chapel at St. 
Andrews.  This is a separate project to the Heritage Project currently being undertaken in the 
church. It will be a “Time Capsule” community project! The project involves creating nine 
replacement panes of glass in the Chapel window - each pane to convey a colourful theme 



of present day Thursford. The panes will be encapsulated by yellow and blue frames.  The 
glass will be made by a local stained-glass artist. Several sponsors have already come 
forward – but the project organiser is looking for just a few more.  If you can contribute £100 
or more you will have your name on a plaque. This project definitely has the wow factor – 
and it will be unique. It will create something for generations to enjoy. So please tell Lance 
ASAP on 01328 878933.lance_sj@hotmail.com if you are interested in helping and if two or 
more people would like to share a pane that would be very good.  

About the Thursford Tablet The Thursford 
Tablet is published by Thursford Parish 
Council. Now that we are “on the road to 
recovery” the Tablet is being published 
monthly, but for safety reasons it cannot 
be delivered as a hard copy. It is being 
sent out electronically. To do this we are 
holding the e mail addresses of many 
residents.  We would also like to receive 
the email addresses and contact details of 
non-residents.  This information will only 
be used by the Parish Council for a 
council function such as forwarding the 
Tablet, information about a blocked drain 
or overhanging hedge. Please refer to the 
privacy statement on our website 
www.thursford.org.uk.  Please contact the 
Clerk Kerry_thursfordpc@yahoo.com. 
Your Thursford Assist contacts are 01328 
878476 0r 07826067935 

 

Thanks to Mike for forwarding this cartoon 
he spotted in the Spectator

Norfolk County Council to carry out tree inspections 
NCC are in the process of carrying out inspections of roadside trees within our parish. The 
primary focus of the inspections is to identify ash trees that are in decline due to ash dieback 
disease (ADB) and assess whether they are now posing a risk to highway users. NCC may 
also pick up other trees that are in a dead or dangerous condition. For further information on 
ADB please visit NCC webpage: www.norfolk.gov.uk/ashdieback.  NCC wish to remind 
landowners that ‘their trees are their responsibility’ and to raise awareness of ash dieback 
disease. If trees are found in poor condition but not considered imminently dangerous 
notices will be fixed to the trunks of trees and marking the trees with yellow paint to inform 
the owner that they may need to take action. Contact is ashdieback@norfolk.gov.uk 

Village Green splendour - Our new photo is the village green, featuring the tubs and the BT 
Box – our local library.  Recently a visitor to the parish was spotted painting a picture of the 
green. If you have any spare books for donation to the BT box please don’t leave then on 
the floor of the Box.  This is needed for access. Only leave books which you know other 
people will enjoy – and paper back novels which fit nicely on to the shelves in the box. 

Update on the Norwich Western Link – consultation to run from 27th July to 20th 
September  The consultation will ask for people's views on how the council can best support 
people to walk, cycle and use public transport in the area to the west of Norwich, and for 
opinions on proposals for local roads that cross the planned Norwich Western Link. 
Information gathered from this consultation will help inform design decisions and proposals 
for the project. You will be able to view information on the proposals and respond to the 
consultation via the Norfolk County Council website at www.norfolk.gov.uk/nwl   
Significant progress has been made on the project in recent months. In May, the Department 
for Transport (DfT) confirmed that the Norwich Western Link had been given conditional 



entry into its Large Local Majors funding programme and awarded us more than £1 million of 
development funding for the project in the 2020/21 financial year. As a result, the next step 
will see submission of a business case to DfT for consideration which, if approved, would 
unlock up to 85% of the total estimated £153 million cost of the project. 
 
Identifying bird song and calls 
Want a new skill or polish up on an old one?  Try identifying birds by their songs and calls. It 
is a great skill to have and adds a whole new dimension to being outdoors.  Probably best 
tried in the early morning or as the evening approaches.  Make a start with the birds you can 
hear in your garden. www.british-birdsongs.uk  have 43 groups of birds identified.  Some of 
those groups such as finches are broken down into 14 specific types.  
 
A return to Warham Camp 
Our article in the Tablet published on 27th 
May brought some happy memories to 
one of our residents. “When we first used 
to come on holiday in our newly 
acquired holiday cottage in Thursford our 
then little children always insisted on 
making that hill fort our first outing with 
many local friends. One London friend 
with a Norfolk holiday home, Roddy 
Maude-Roxby, an actor and theatre 
company director, in fact made a film with 
various local people (including our 
children) about the site and its history. I 
don't know what happened to it and where 
it is now. I believe it was shown on the 
East Anglian tv channel some forty years 
ago facilitated - I think - by another friend - 
Malcolm Freegard - who worked for the 
local TV (and taught at UEA). So, I was 
pleased to be reminded of that site and 
will have a nostalgic re-visit when my 
daughter comes to stay”. The revisit, after 

some 40 years, was nostalgic but also 
heart-warming.  Little had changed and 
the wonderful wild flowers to be found on 
the site were in full abundance.

 

 
Want a different meal idea for breakfast or supper – here is something different, 
delicious and easy too. (and only one pan to wash up!) 
Lincolnshire boiled sausage and kidney. 
All you need is - 2 sausages and one lamb’s kidney per person; water; heaped teaspoon of 
cornflour and Worcester sauce. 
All you do is – Cover sausage with water and bring to boil, simmer for 20 minutes.  Remove 
skin from kidneys and cut into quarters.  Add to simmering sausages and cook for a further 
15 minutes. Stir cornflour into a couple of tablespoons of cold water and add to the liquid – 
stirring slightly as it thickens. Add Worcester sauce to taste. Delicious on its own for 
breakfast or with mashed potatoes for supper. 
 
Ed’s note:  you don’t need to use traditional Lincolnshire sausage.  The recipe is called Lincolnshire 
boiled sausage because it originated from the twentieth century pork butchers of Lincolnshire.  
 
We try and make sure all the information in the Tablet is up to date and accurate.  We rely 
on your feedback to provide an informative and interesting read for everyone in our small 
community.  
 


